Effect of medical status on dental procedure time.
The purpose of this study was to determine if treatment of medically compromised patients requires more time than that of healthy patients. The time taken to complete diagnostic and manipulative procedures was studied and compared for both groups. After an evaluation of 160 procedures on 108 patients, it was determined that no differences existed in the time taken to complete technical procedures between the two groups. However, the diagnostic and evaluation phase for moderately to severely compromised patients required twice as much time as that of healthy individuals.